
 

Memo 

To: Town of Ulster Planning Board 
Ulster, NY 
 

From: Kristen Leffel, PE 
Albany, NY 

Project/File: Slide Energy Center Date: July 21, 2026 

 

Reference: Project Narrative: Planning Board Application Submission 
Slide Energy Center – 463 Hurley Ave. Ulster, NY 
Proposed 120 MW / 480 MWh Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 

The following information is intended to supplement the Full Environmental Assessment Form (FEAF) Part 
1 to assist the Lead Agency’s project understanding and completion of the Full FEAF Parts 2 and 3.  

Slide Energy Center Project, LLC, a subsidiary of Mission Clean Energy, Inc. is proposing the development 
of a Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) as a public utility project (Project). The Project is seeking Site 
Plan Approval and Special Use Permit Approval. The proposed BESS will have a total combined system 
capacity of 120 MW / 480 MWh. The BESS units will store electricity during periods of low demand and 
discharge it during peak usage, thereby enhancing grid reliability, supporting renewable energy integration, 
and reducing reliance on fossil fuel-based peaking power plants. 

The Project supports the goals of the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA) and New York Public Commission's commitment to achieving development of 6 GW of energy 
storage by 2030, as well as New York State’s Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) 
and aligns with local sustainability objectives. Ulster County is a NYSERDA-designated Clean Energy 
Communities and has adopted the Climate Smart Community pledge, committing to reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and improving energy. 

1. Impact on Land 

The Project involves physical disturbance of approximately 5.3 acres of land surface within the defined 
project limits to accommodate installation of the BESS systems, access drive, and associated electrical 
equipment. Grading will be minimized to the extent practical and remain confined to the limits of disturbance 
shown on the site plans. Additionally, grading and site work will partially be located in previously disturbed 
areas. No blasting is proposed. Upon decommissioning, which will be secured through a Decommissioning 
Plan and financial assurance acceptable to the Town, all project components will be removed and the site 
restored to its pre-project condition. 

No moderate or large impacts to land are anticipated. 
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2. Impact on Geological Features 

The Project will not modify, destroy, or restrict access to any unique or unusual geological features such as 
cliffs, caves, dunes, or significant mineral resources. No geological hazards or sensitive landforms are 
present on or adjacent to the site. 

3. Impact on Surface Water 

The Project is not expected to result in significant adverse impacts to surface water resources. A negative 
Jurisdictional Determination was received from NYSDEC and is appended to the FEAF.  Documentation 
has been submitted to the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), requesting a jurisdictional determination.  
Documentation from USACE will be provided once received. Stormwater modelling indicates post-
development runoff rates and volumes are expected to be below the existing conditions due to the  
implementation of stormwater management facilities including an infiltration basin and  underground 
stormwater recharge chambers. Pretreatment will be provided with a forebay and water quality units. The 
water quality volume will be treated by the proposed stormwater management system.  Existing drainage 
patterns will be maintained to the maximum extent practicable, and stormwater management will comply 
with NYSDEC SPDES General Permit requirements. 

Additionally, the BESS systems selected for the Project have undergone rigorous third-party testing and 
incorporate multiple integrated safety features designed to minimize the potential need for fire suppression. 
Consistent with the Project’s Emergency Response Plan, the use of water for direct fire suppression during 
a BESS incident is not recommended, as water application by hose stream is unlikely to reach burning 
materials due to enclosure design and, in lithium-ion battery events, may be ineffective or prolong an 
incident while potentially damaging uninvolved components. However, a water storage tank is proposed on 
the project to provide cooling water for first responder use should an unlikely event occur. 

Accordingly, the proposed action is not expected to result in impacts to stormwater runoff quality or 
quantity. 

4. Impact on Groundwater 

The Project will not require groundwater withdrawal or discharge. The Project is located within the boundary 
of a Principal Aquifer, however, no petroleum products or hazardous materials will be stored onsite in 
quantities that pose a risk to groundwater resources. Battery systems will be housed in sealed, 
weather-rated enclosures, and no routine use of chemicals is proposed. Stormwater runoff will be treated in 
accordance with NYSDEC Best Management Practices. 

As such, the Project is not expected to adversely affect groundwater quality or aquifers. 

5. Impact on Flooding 
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The Project site is not located within a FEMA-mapped floodplain. Stormwater runoff will be managed in 
accordance with NYSDEC requirements. 

The proposed action will not increase flood risk on- or off-site. 

6. Impact on Air 

The Project does not include a stationary source subject to state or federal air permitting. Temporary 
emissions will be limited to construction vehicles and equipment and are expected to be minor and 
short-term. Operational emissions are negligible. 

7. Impact on Plants and Animals 

The Project will not result in a substantial loss of vegetation or wildlife habitat or adversely affect any federal 
or state-listed species. Site disturbance will be limited to the greatest extent practical to previously disturbed 
or maintained areas; approximately 2.5 acres of clearing will be required to facilitate installation of the 
facility and the stormwater management area.  

Coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and Natural Heritage Program (NHP) 
Inventory database via the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) 
Environmental Resource Mapper indicates that while protected bat species (northern long-eared bat and tri-
colored bat) may occur in the area and broader region, adherence to seasonal tree-clearing restrictions to 
perform clearing when bats are in hibernation will avoid adverse effects on these species. Bald eagles are 
known to occur in Ulster Country. Mission Clean Energy completed an eagle nest search and no eagle 
activity or nests were observed within several miles of the Project.  The nearest observed nest is 
approximately 4.7 miles to the east near Robert E Post Memorial Park. In addition to adherence to the 
seasonal tree clearing for bats, Mission Clean Energy will also avoid and minimize potential effects on 
migratory birds.  

8. Impact on Agricultural Resources 

The Project is not located within an Agricultural District and will not convert prime farmland or active 
agricultural land. No impacts to agricultural resources are anticipated. 

9. Impact on Aesthetic Resources 

The Project will not be located within or visible from any designated scenic or aesthetic resources, with the 
closest scenic byway being 5.7 miles away. Additionally, the proposed BESS cabinets will be set back a 
minimum of 40 ft from the front of the parcel and adjacent to the existing Central Hudson substation parcel.  
The project will be interconnected to the Central Hudson substation along the rear of the parcel, directly into 
the Central Hudson parcel. The proposed equipment will generally be low-profile, less than 10 feet in 
height, and consistent with surrounding land uses. The proposed fencing surrounding the project area and 
existing vegetation will further minimize visual effects. The Project will not result in a significant adverse 
visual impact. 
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10. Impact on Historic and Archaeological Resources 

A review of the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) Cultural 
Resource Information System (CRIS) indicates that no known historic or archaeological resources will be 
impacted by the Project. Documentation has been received from OPRHP indicating that the project will 
have No Effect on historic or archaeological resources. No further consultation is anticipated. 

11. Impact on Open Space and Recreation 

The Project will not result in the loss of public open space or recreational facilities and is not located within 
an area designated for recreation or conservation purposes. 

12. Impact on Critical Environmental Areas 

The Project site is not located within or adjacent to a designated Critical Environmental Area (CEA). 

13. Impact on Transportation 

During operation, the facility will be remotely monitored and unmanned, generating minimal traffic. Routine 
maintenance visits are expected to occur only a few times per year. Construction traffic will be temporary 
and limited in duration, with no long-term effect on local roadways. Traffic control measures will be 
implemented as needed during construction. 

14. Impact on Energy 

The Project supports New York State’s energy and climate goals by enhancing grid reliability and facilitating 
renewable energy integration. It will not increase fossil fuel consumption and is expected to result in a net 
positive energy benefit. 

15. Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light 

Temporary noise increases will occur during construction but will be limited to standard daytime work hours. 
Operational noise from cooling systems will be low and comparable to typical mechanical equipment, with 
no significant effect on nearby receptors. A noise study has been prepared which demonstrates that the 
Project during the worst case scenario operating conditions (100% fan duty cycle) will result in a noise level 
of approximately 65 dBA at the surrounding properties. The Project will not generate odors. Exterior 
lighting, if required, will be minimized to shielded, downcast security lighting. 

16. Impact on Human Health 

The Project will not pose a significant risk to human health. BESS will be designed, installed, and operated 
in accordance with applicable building and fire codes, including UL-listed equipment and integrated battery 
management systems. An Emergency Response Plan (ERP) will be prepared for the Project to provide 
guidance and pertinent information regarding the roles, responsibilities, and chain of communication and 
command of the System Owner / Operator, local first responders, and other required Subject Matter 
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Experts (SMEs) for preparing for, and safely responding to, a fire, explosion, or other battery-related 
incident requiring a public safety response at the energy storage facility. The ERP includes fire protection 
systems including emergency shut offs and battery management systems (BMS) and associated 
monitoring, as well as fire detection on site with automatic alarms sent to a central station, remote 
monitoring facilities, and hazard support.  Use of pesticides and herbicides is not proposed.  

17. Consistency with Community Plans 

The Project is consistent with local zoning and comprehensive planning objectives, falling within an Office 
and Manufacturing zone, and will be subject to review and approval through the Town’s established land 
use processes. The use is considered a “utility company structure” and is compatible with surrounding 
development patterns and does not conflict with adopted planning goals. A special use permit will be 
required. 

 

 

18. Consistency with Community Character 

The Project will not alter the essential character of the community. It will not displace residents, eliminate 
community facilities, or place additional demands on municipal services. The project is located directly 
adjacent to the Central Hudson substation to which the project will connect. The facility will operate quietly 
and unobtrusively and will not interfere with the enjoyment of nearby properties. 

Thank you,  

Stantec Consulting Services Inc. 

 
Kristen Leffel, PE 
Project Engineer 
Phone: (518) 218-5373 
Kristen.Leffel@stantec.com 

mailto:Kristen.Leffel@stantec.com

