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1.0 – GENERAL INFORMATION  
1.1 Introduction 

Lincoln Park Energy Storage LLC (“Lincoln Park”) proposes to build a utility scale battery energy 
storage system (BESS) facility in the Town of Ulster, NY, referred to as the “Lincoln Park Energy 
Storage Project.” The BESS is planned to connect to the nearby electric transmission line owned by 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric. The system will have a nameplate capacity of up to 150 megawatts of 
alternating current (MWac). The project is proposed to occupy approximately 33.6 acres across Tax 
Parcels: 48.12-1-20.110 and 48.16-1-1.110, in the Town of Ulster, Ulster County, NY (the “Facility 
Site”). 

This Plan assumes that the BESS will have a minimum of twenty-five (25) years useful life. Upon 
decommissioning, the BESS will be dismantled, and the Facility Site stabilized and restored. The Plan 
also covers the case of the abandonment of a BESS, for any reason, prior to the project’s 25-year 
plus maturity date. It is designed to provide the Town of Ulster an estimate of the costs associated 
with decommissioning the storage project so that a surety bond can be executed between the 
project sponsor and the Town of Ulster. 

This Decommissioning Plan (“Plan”) provides an overview of activities that will occur during the 
decommissioning phase of the BESS, including activities related to the restoration of land and the 
management of materials and waste. This Plan will be re-evaluated every five (5) years to 
accommodate any future economic changes or revisions to federal, state, or local regulatory 
standards.  

Decommissioning of the BESS will include the disconnection of the BESS from the electrical grid and 
the removal of all BESS components including: 

 Battery containers 
 Inverters, transformers, and other electrical equipment 
 Access roads, wiring cables, perimeter fence, landscaping (unless requested to remain); and, 
 Concrete foundations, drainage infrastructure, retaining walls (unless requested to remain 

for future development). 
 

This Decommissioning Plan is based on current best management practices and procedures and has 
been prepared in compliance with the most recent guidance from New York, namely the Battery 
Energy Storage System Model Law produced by NYSERDA. Any adjustments to the decommissioning 
plan shall be submitted to the Town of Ulster for review and approval.  

1.2 Proposed Facilities 

The proposed BESS will consist of 126 battery container units, currently specified as Fluence Energy 
Smartstack units. Sixteen (16) of the proposed containers are designated as augmentation units to 
supplement the energy capacity as the initial system degrades over time. Each battery container 
measures approximately 24 feet long by 8 feet wide and 17 feet high in its fully installed condition. 
The battery units will be installed on concrete pad, or pile-driven foundations. Additional electrical 
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equipment required includes inverters, transformers, BESS unit transformers, overhead and 
underground electric cables, and utility poles. Beyond the electrical components of the project, the 
site development will include security fencing, gates, compacted gravel roadways, retaining walls, 
and stormwater management facilities including bioretention basins, dry detention basins, 
conveyance structures, culverts, and drainage inlets.    

The development also proposes an on-site substation to step-up voltage from the battery storage 
units prior to the eventual interconnection with the existing CHG&E transmission lines. The 
substation consist of typical internal arrangements including but not limited to: i) control buildings 
to house control equipment, ii) transformers, iii) capacitors, and iv) circuit breakers and disconnects. 

2.0 – DECOMMISSIONING OF THE BESS  
The BESS may be decommissioned under the following conditions: 
 

1. Lincoln Park Energy Storage LLC has decided to retire the BESS  

2. Commercial operation of the BESS has not commenced within twelve (12) months of the 
project’s construction completion; or 

3. The BESS ceases to be operational for a consecutive period, to be agreed upon by Lincoln 
Park and the Town of Ulster, due to system damage or unrepairable causes beyond the 
reasonable control of Lincoln Park Energy Storage LLC. 
 

At the time of decommissioning, the installed components will be removed, reused, disposed of, and 
recycled, where possible. The Facility Site will be restored to a state similar to its preconstruction 
condition, as further described in the Site Restoration sub-section below. All removal of equipment 
will be done in accordance with any applicable regulations and manufacturer recommendations.  
 
All applicable permits will be acquired, and compliance with the State Environmental Quality Review 
(SEQR) requirements will be achieved. 

2.1 Equipment Dismantling and Removal 

Generally, the sequence of decommissioning of the BESS proceeds in the reverse order of the 
installation. 

1. Prior to decommissioning activities, notification shall be made to stakeholders, the Town of 
Ulster, and any other authority having jurisdiction. All necessary permits and approvals shall 
be obtained.   

2. If present, all environmentally or historically sensitive areas shall be marked and protected 
using approved erosion and sediment control measures.  

3. Install temporary erosion and sediment control measures where applicable.  
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4. Battery units shall be disconnected, collected, and disposed of at an approved recycler. Prior 
to disconnection, the facility shall be discharged to the minimum state of charge required for 
safe transportation.  

5. The BESS shall be disconnected from the utility power grid in coordination with CHG&E. 

6. Battery units shall be dismantled as needed into component parts for efficient recycling. The 
individual batteries shall be repackaged on site and shipped to a regional recycling hub so 
that no disassembly of battery modules is required on-site.  

7. All aboveground electrical interconnection and distribution cables and poles shall be 
removed and disposed off-site at an approved facility. 

8. All underground direct buried electrical conduits or conductors with less than 48-inches of 
cover shall be removed by means causing the least amount of disturbance possible. 

9. Underground electric conduits and direct buried conductors with 48-inches or more of soil 
cover shall be abandoned in place. Abandoned conduits must be sealed or capped in 
accordance with the best practices at the time of decommissioning to avoid the potential to 
direct subsurface drainage onto neighboring land uses. 

10. Electrical and electronic devices, including transformers, inverters, switchgear, and support 
structures shall be removed and disposed of off-site at an approved facility. Any components 
not required for return to the power authority will be disposed of off-site or 
recycled/salvaged at an approved facility. Additionally, any HVAC, fire suppression devices, or 
other liquid holding equipment shall be drained individually for necessary recycling or reuse, 
prior to the recycling of the equipment unit.  

11. Concrete foundations for the battery units, transformer pads, and other equipment shall be 
removed and disposed of off-site at an approved facility.  

12. The access roads, retaining walls, and areas of compacted aggregate shall be removed, 
unless otherwise specified by the landowner and approved by the Town Planning Board 
should the landowner wish to keep the road for future use. If access roads are to be 
removed, the areas should be de-compacted and re-graded with topsoil from recorded 
excess native topsoil disposal areas. If suitable topsoil from these areas is unavailable, 
imported topsoil may be used if it is free of invasive species and consistent with topsoil 
quality on the affected site. 

13. Fencing and gates shall be removed and will be disposed off-site at an approved facility; 
unless otherwise specified by the landowner should the landowner wish to keep the fencing 
for future use.  

14. Permanently stabilize all disturbed areas using seed and mulch. Areas in which soil 
compaction will occur, shall receive soil restoration in accordance with the most current 
NYSDEC standards. Refer to the SWPPP for seeding and application rates.  
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15. Remove temporary erosion and sediment control measures once the site has achieved 80% 
uniform stabilization.  

16. Active permits, such as the special use permit or SPDES CGP, shall be terminated or 
discontinued.  

The Decommissioning is anticipated to take 4-6 months.  

2.2 Environmental Effects 

Decommissioning activities, particularly the removal of project components, could result in 
environmental effects like those of the construction phase. There is the potential for ground 
disturbance, erosion/sedimentation, soil compaction, spills, and related impacts to adjacent 
watercourses or significant natural features. Construction best management practices and 
mitigation measures, similar to those employed during the construction phase of the BESS, will be 
implemented. A new Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), to be approved by the Town of 
Ulster, will be implemented for the decommissioning of the BESS, and all necessary State Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) permits will be obtained prior to decommissioning. These 
permits, in accordance with NYSDEC regulations, must remain in place until the site is stabilized and 
the ground cover has been reestablished to mitigate erosion, silt/sediment runoff and any impacts 
on significant natural features or water bodies located adjacent to the project site.  

Road traffic will temporarily increase due to the movement of decommissioning crews and 
equipment. There may be an increase in particulate matter (dust) in adjacent areas during the 
decommissioning phase. Decommissioning activities may lead to temporarily elevated noise levels 
from heavy machinery and an increase in vehicle trips to the project location. Work will be 
undertaken during daylight hours and will conform to any applicable local, state, and federal 
regulations. Recycling structural components will be maximized to the extent possible to reduce 
solid waste disposal. 

2.3 Site Restoration 

During the decommissioning phase, all project components will be removed, and the project site will 
be stabilized and restored. Access roads, landscaping, and other site development features may 
remain in place depending on the wishes of the landowner and with approval from the Town. All 
changes to the decommissioning plan should be approved by the Town, and the plan is to be 
updated accordingly.  

Further, in order to mitigate impacts to state waters during the commissioning of the BESS, Lincoln 
Park Energy Storage LLC will also be creating, enhancing, or restoring wetland areas on site to 
compensate at a 1:1 ratio. These areas will be protected utilizing BMPs and are to remain in place 
following decommissioning of the use. 

2.4 Managing Materials  

Through the decommissioning phase, a variety of excess materials will be generated. Most of the 
materials used in a BESS are reusable or recyclable, and some equipment may be subject to 
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manufacturer take-back and recycling requirements. Any remaining materials will be removed and 
either recycled, reused or disposed of off-site at an appropriate facility. Lincoln Park Energy Storage 
LLC will establish policies and procedures to maximize recycling and reuse and will work with 
manufacturers, local subcontractors, and waste firms to segregate material to be disposed of, 
recycled, or reused. 

2.5 Decommissioning During Construction 

In case of abandonment of the BESS during construction or before the expected useful life of the 
batteries has been reached, the same decommissioning procedures used for decommissioning after 
ceasing operation will be undertaken, and the same decommissioning and restoration program will 
be completed, in as far as construction proceeded before abandonment. The BESS will be 
dismantled, materials removed and recycled/disposed, the soil that was removed will be graded and 
the site restored to a state similar to its preconstruction condition. 

2.6 Decommissioning Notification 

Decommissioning activities may require the notification of stakeholders given the nature of the work 
at the Facility Site. The Town of Ulster and any other authority having jurisdiction will be notified as 
soon as possible prior to commencement of any decommissioning activities. 

2.7 Approvals 

Well-planned and well-managed BESS facilities are not expected to pose environmental risks at the 
time of decommissioning. Decommissioning of a BESS will follow the regulatory standards of the 
day. Lincoln Park Energy Storage LLC will ensure that any required permits (e.g. special use permit, 
SPDES CGP) are obtained or terminated, in accordance with this decommissioning plan and local 
ordinances, prior to commencement of decommissioning activities. This Decommissioning Plan will 
be updated as necessary in the future, but not less than every five years, to ensure that changes in 
technology and site restoration methods are taken into consideration. 

3.0 – DECOMMISSIONING COST ESTIMATE  
The current cost for decommissioning the proposed Battery Energy Storage System has been 
estimated in accordance with industry standards, utilizing guidance from NYSERDA and other best 
available resources. This cost includes disassembly and disposal of all proposed electrical 
equipment, as well as removal of land development features and restoration of the subject 
property.  

Expansive recycling programs are available for BESS equipment, and specifically the battery 
components. Batteries can be recycled and/or repurposed, resulting in cost recovery by way of 
anticipated salvage values. A potential salvage value, for the batteries only, has been included in the 
estimate below. Other components of the BESS facility (aluminum, copper, etc.) may also retain 
additional salvage value. Refer to Table 1 below for the tabulated cost estimate.     
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Table 1: Decommissioning Estimate 


