


ULSTER TOWN BOARD WORKSHOP

AUGUST 5, 2010 AT 7: 00 PM

Supervisor Quigley reported that a cost analyst for the current system compared to an upgraded
system was distributed to the Town Board members. A discussion occurred about viewing an

account package among the Town Board.

Public Hearing - Time Warner Cable Franchise Agreement

Supervisor Quigley opened the public hearing for the Time Warner Cable Franchise agreement
at 7: 15 PM

Mr. Robert Barton inquired where the money for the franchise fee goes. He was not in favor of

the money going toward the public access channel.

Supervisor Quigley stated that the franchise fee is used toward the general fund.

Mr. Joe Defalco is in favor of a portion of the franchise money to be contributed to the Public

Access Channel.

Mr. Clark Richters spoke in favor of public access.

Mr. James McCausland was not in favor of offering any franchise fee money to public access

until the management was reviewed to ensure that it is stable to continue.

Mr. John Simek spoke in favor of funding public access. It is open to all to participate. He

requested that internet connection be included as a part of the franchise agreement as it would be

to the public benefit. The town could have a scroll screen on the bottom of the channel for

emergencies and it wouldn' t cost the town any money.

Mr. Robert Barton suggested that public access be an option for people to pay for so it is a

selective process.

Mr. Nelson White felt that the public hearing was not to address public access but to address the

contract, the channels and the service.

Time Warner Representative, stated that public access must be included by state law.

Mrs. Roselyn Stark stated she was in favor of public access.

Mr. Nelson White stated that the hearing is not for public access. He inquired about the

franchise fee.

Supervisor Quigley stated that people who in live in the town pay the fee. The Town can audit

the books to ensure they are receiving their fair share similar to Safety Net Program. The

contract has lapsed and needed to be renewed.

Mr. Robert Barton inquired if this allows an exclusive right to sell cable TV.

Supervisor Quigley stated no, another cable company may come in.

Mr. Robert Winkler inquired about Verizon installing FIOS.

Supervisor Quigley was not aware of them installing FIOS and he would look into it.
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